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RAISE your gl asses to
t o a st t he E v ening
E x p r e s s P u b o f
t h e Y e a r Ð t h e
N ewmachar H otel.

Thi s war m and wel com-
in g ho stel ry has scoope d
the coveted t i t le af ter a
h ar d-fo u gh t compe t i t ion
that saw 50 pubs en ter f r om
acr oss the N ort h-e ast .

Some 15,000 t oken s
wer e colle cted as r eade rs
bac ked t hei r f avour i t e
water ing-hole.

A t t he end of the day,
t he E v ening E x p r e ss
j u dging p anel de cided
t he N ew m ac h ar H ot el
was a wort hy winne r Ð to

t he del igh t of o w ne r
Gr ant Wr igh t .

H e said : ÒThi s i s fantas-
t i c and a r eal testamen t to
our lo yal cust ome rs and
our har d-wor king staff.Ó

I tÕs a part i cu l ar l y sweet
vi ctory , said Gr ant , as the
N ew m ac h ar H ot el l ast
won the Evening Expr ess
Pub of the Year t i t le Ð
16 years ago.

ÒI t sho ws we m ain tained
our st and ar d s t h r ou gh
that pe r iod of t ime.Ó

Da mi an Ba tes, edi tor of
the Evening Expr ess, said
he was deligh ted fo r the
ho tel , whi ch will no w be
ab le to h ang a commem-
or at i ve m i rr or in pr ide of
pl ace, as well as scooping
£500.

Da mi an said : ÒThi s was
an extr emel y ho t l y-con -
tested compe t i t ion wi th
so many pubs vy ing fo r the
t i t le , whi ch cle ar l y me ant
a lo t to them.

ÒWi th 50 pubs in the ru n-

ning Ð and 15,000 token s
colle cted Ð it was al ways
going to be a tough call.

ÒOur j u dging p a nel
fo und the nine fin ali sts
wer e all fantast i c exam-
ple s of the gr eat pubs that
serv e the N ort h-e ast so
well.

ÒB ut in t he end , t he
N ewmachar H otel edged
i t .

ÒOur j udge s pr ai sed i ts
w a r m w el c ome , good
home-m ade food , buzz ing

at mo sphe r e Ð w i t h an
easy-going mi x of young
and old r egul ars Ðand the
fact i t i s cle ar l y a fan-
tast i c comm uni ty pub.Ó

Gr ant said that in hi s
opinion the secr et of a
good pub was to be the
hub of the comm uni ty.

ÒWe p r ide ours el ves on
being a comm uni ty pub,Ó
he said.

ÒWhene ve r an yt hing
good happen s, we want to
be in vol ved , whe the r i ts

suppo rt ing lo ca l or gani-
sat ion s and char i t ie s or
spon sor ing the foo tba ll
team.

ÒEquall y, pe r haps, when
some t hing no t so good

happen s, we take sol ace
f r om being togethe r as a
gr oup,Ósaid Gr ant , adding
the pub had lo st some good
fr iend s in r ecen t years . ÒI

t hink b eca us e w e h ave
been he r e so long we have
buil t u p a good r appo rt
wi th the publi c.

ÒWe have guys who have
been coming he r e sin ce
t he year do t and st ill
come.

ÒWe h ave a you nge r
gene r a t ion w ho enjo y
coming to the ba r.

ÒI tÕs j ust a good mi x of
folk f r om 18 thr ough to
thei r 70s.Ó

G r a n t s a i d t h e p u b
w el come s f amilie s t oo ,
wi th i ts att ached r estau-
r ant a pop ul ar eat ing spo t .

H e said : ÒWe have a pl ay
ar ea fo r child r en in the
summe r. We hold ba r be-
cues.

ÒI f the r e i s some thing
going on in N ewmachar,

i t Õs no r m a ll y c en tr ed
ar ound us.Ó

A nd the r e will cert ainl y
be some thing going on in
the ne ar futur e ... Gr ant
said he will take the £500
pr i ze mone y f r om the Pub
of the Year win , do uble i t
w i th hi s own cash, then
thr ow a huge party .

ÒWe j ust wan t to say
thank you to our r egul ars
and weÕll in vi te as many
people as po ssi b le.

ÒThat wi ll be q ui te a lo t
sin ce we have m or e than
430 f r iend s t h r ou gh our
Fac ebook page, pl us all the
r egul ars who come in.Ó

! ÒH ow of ten do you go
to your lo cal pub?Ó, Your
Vie w P. 21

s.begb ie@ajl.co.uk

By Scott Begbie

Hotel crownedPub of theYear

Fraud trial
hears of
ÔchangesÕ
ÔFlat totals were higherÕ

FIGURES lodged over
an Ab er deen pr ope rty
de al wer e h und r ed s of
tho usand s of po und s
highe r than o r igin all y
app r oved , a court has
he ar d.

The do cumen ts, used to
r egi ster l and owne rs hip ,
sho w ed p r i ces £620,000
highe r than tho se on dr af t
pape rw or k app r oved by a
soli ci tor, i t was cl aimed.

The do cumen ts, r el at ing to
pr ope rt ie s in the Rosemo unt
ar ea, wer e pr od uced dur ing
a tr i al at the H igh Court in
Gl asgow in to a £7 million

M r B r od ieÕs c l ien t t o
H o w emo ss P r ope rt ie s,
came to have fig ur es of
£530,000 each stated on the
fin al l and r egi stry do cu-
men ts.

The eviden ce sho wed a
diffe r en ce of £620,000 in
the val ues of the fl ats .

E igh t men and a women
ar e ch ar ged w i t h b eing
in vol ved in t h e alleged
m u l t i - m i l l i o n p o u n d
fr aud.

The acc used ar e Da vid
Geor ge Pocock, 48, of 76
Rubi sl aw Den N ort h; Rus-
sell Ta ylo r, 43, of 25 Bea-
con sfield Pl ace; A l astai r
Walke r, 62, of 27 Spr ing-
d a le R o a d , B ield side ;
Patr i ck Pocock, 47, of The
St e a ding , Wood side of
C l o g h i l l , K i n g s w e l l s ,
Da vid Ma r k Pocock, 31, c/o
Geo r ge Ma t he rs & Co ,
A delphi , all Ab er deen.

A l so acc used ar e Da vid
Ra mage, 53, of 37 H ill side
Cr escen t , West hill , and
F r a nk P o c o c k , 49 , o f
34 Robin s Gr ove, Warw i ck.

A f u r t h e r m a n a n d
wom an face sep ar ate f r aud
char ges Ð Ma r k Mac kie ,
42, of 13 Cold stone Aven ue,
Ab er deen , and A r l yn Cr an,
41, of Ba l br ogie Cott age,
K i nel l ar.

A ll nine acc used den y
the char ges.

T h e t r i a l i s s e t t o
c on t in u e b efo r e L o r d
Ma l colm on Mond ay.

shind@ajl.co.uk

By Sally Hind

A DRUGS minde r has been j ailed fo r
44 mon ths af ter poli ce fo und a cac he
of cocaine and he r oin in Ab er deen
and r epl aced i t wi th sugar.

P e t e r Da w b e r , 25, p i c tur ed ,
pani cked and fled af ter he di scov-
er ed t he sw i t ch b efo r e h e w as
tackled and de tained by offi cers .

T he H igh Court in E din b ur gh
he ar d the dru gs sei zed f r om the find
had the po ten t i al to be wort h almo st
£250,000 on the str eets .

Defen ce counsel Mike Smart said

the dru gs fo und in the stash i n
Ab er deen wer e no t Da wber Õs and
hi s r ole had been to keep them fo r
a pe r iod befo r e handing them
bac k.

H e said unem pl oyed Da wber r an up
a £3,000 de bt af ter he began taking
cocaine dail y whi ch led to hi s in vol ve-
men t in the offen ce.

Judge L or d Ma tt he ws said i t was
Òtr agi cÓ when people who wer e
ot he rw i se l aw -ab iding b eca me
in vol ved in such beh avio ur .

Da w b er , w ho se add r ess w as
gi ven as 10 Da un Walk , K em -

nay, ear lie r admi tt ed being
in vol ved in the suppl y of
both cocaine and he r oin
betw een Jul y 20 and 31
l ast year at Ha zledene
Road, in Ab er deen.

A total of 2.8 kilo s of
cocaine wer e r ecover ed ,
a l o n g w i t h 4 3 0 g o f
he r oin and mo r e than
£9,000 in cash.

Author to
help kids
improve
reading
AN AWA RD -WINNING
aut ho r has signed up to
help l aunch a ne w N ort h-
east r eading pr oje ct .

T een- t h r i l le r a ut ho r
J A H ende rs on , pi ctur ed , i s
due to be at N ort hfield
Aca dem y fo r the start -up of
N ort hfield Reads.

Ot he r gu e sts d u e t o
att end the opening of the
£9,600 lo tt ery -funded pr o-
gr amme on Wedne sday at
2pm , in cl ude Dep ut e L or d
Pr ovost Jac kie Dunba r.

N ort hfield Reads aim s to
imp r ove r eading cu l tur e
among young people.

T he p r oje c t in c l u ded
cr eat ing a ne w comfo rt -
ab le r eading ar ea in the
school li b r ary , w hi ch a
gr oup of youngsters helped
de sign.

Mr H ende rs on , who will
offi c i all y open t he ne w
r eading a r ea, w on t he
Royal Ma il awar d f or chil-
d r enÕs li ter atur e in 2008
fo r hi s no vel Bunke r 10.

The aut ho r, who wr i tes
thr ille rs fo r teen s, al so had
tw o of hi s b ook s
sho rt -li st ed fo r
t e n l i t e r a r y
awar ds.

H e i s al so due to
be the aut ho r
in r esiden ce
at N ort hfield
Aca dem y fo r
thr ee days.

MSPcalls
for fairer
food deal
A DEMAND w as m ade
tod ay fo r a supe r mar ke t
om budsman to figh t fo r a
fai r de al fo r N ort h-e ast
food pr od ucers .

The UK Gover nmen t has
l aunched the bod y to en sur e
the r e i s fai r tr ade betw een
stor es and food pr od ucers .

Tod ay, SNP N ort h Ea st
MSP Ma ur een Watt said
t he om b u d sm an sho u ld
have pr ope r po wers to pr o-
tect small bus ine sses.

Ms Watt said : ÒThe po w-
ers thi s om budsman will
have ar e yet to be d eter -
mined and i t i s vi tal that
t he y a r e w ide- r a nging
eno ugh to be effe ct i ve.

ÒI f the body has no teeth,
then i ts cr eat ion will be ul t i-
matel y me aningle ss. I want
the supe r mar ke t om buds-
man to be gi ven ext en si ve
po wers to p oli ce all aspe cts
of food suppl y chain s.Ó

fr aud al le gat i on . Ab er deen
soli ci tor Robin Br odie , who
acted on beh alf of the selle r
of t he p r ope rt ie s, Skene
I nvestmen ts, was gi ving evi-
den ce over the de al betw een
hi s clien t and H ow emo ss
Pr ope rt ie s.

The di r ector of H owe-
mo ss Pr ope rt ie s was one of
the acc used , Da vid Geor ge
Pocock.

Mr Br odie said fig ur es
and dates of the sign atur es
on the fin al do cumen t wer e
no t t he same as on dr af t
copie s he had app r oved.

I n one case, fo ur b lo cks
of f l a ts a t R o semo u n t
Vi aduct , each said to h ave
been sold fo r £375,000 by

ÒDates were
not the sameÓ

‘Minder’ locked up over £250,000 drug haul
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NOW YOUÕRETALKING

Hi Gemma
Just a brief note to express my delight at the response to our
recent advertising campaign. The impact has far exceeded my
expectations. I will have no hesitation using yourselves in the
future.
Many thanks to you and your team for all your help and support.

Richard Dempsey
Sales Manager

ÒREESPONSEÓ
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