By Swott Begbie

RAISE your glassesto
toast the Evening
Express Pub of
the Year D the
Newmachar Hotel.

This warm and welcom-
ing hostelry has scooped
the coveted title after a
hard-fought compe tition
that saw 50 pubsenter from
across the Nort h-east.

Some 15,000 tokens
were colle cted asreaders
bac ked their favourite
watering-hole.

At the end of the day,
the Evening Express
judging panel decided
the Newmachar Hotel
was a wort hy winne r Bto

|
the deligh t of owner
Grant Wrigh t.

He said : OThisis fantas-
ticand areal testament to
our loyal customers and
our hard-working staff.O

It@aparticularly sweet
victory, said Grant, as the
Newmachar Hotel last
won the Evening Express
Pub of the Year title D
16 years ago.

At shows wemain tained
our standards through
that period of time.O

Hotel crowned R

Dami an Bates, edi tor of
the Evening Express, said
he was deligh ted for the
hotel, which will now be
able to hang a commem-
orative mirr or in pride of
pl ace, as well as scooping
£500. R

Dami an said : OT'hi s was
an extr emel y hotly-con-
tested compe tition with
somany pubsvying for the
title, whi ch clearly meant
alot to them.

OWith 50 pubsin the ru n-

ning B and 15,000 token s
colle cted b it was always
going to be atough call.

OOur judging panel
found the nine fin ali sts
were all fantastic exam-
ple sof the great pubsthat
serve the North-east so
well.

OBut in the end, the
Newmachar Hotel edged
it.

QOur judges praised its
warm welcome, good
home-m ade food , buzzing
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atmosphere B with an
easy-going mix of young
and old regulars band the
fact it is clearly a fan-
tastic community pub.O

Grant said that in his
opinion the secret of a
good pub was to be the
hub of the comm uni ty.

ONe pride ours elves on
being a community pub,O
he said.

OWhene ver anything
good happen s, we want to
be involved, whether its
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supporting local organi-
sation s and charities or
spon soring the football
team.

CEquall y,perhaps,when
some thing not so good

happen s, we take solace
from being together as a
group,Osaid Grant, adding

the pub had lo st some good
friend sin recent years. Q

think because we have
been here solong we have
built up a good rappo rt
with the public.

ONe have guys who have
been coming here since
the year dot and still
come.

OWe have a younger
generation who enjoy
coming to the bar.

At@ just a good mix of
folk from 18 through to
their 70s.0

Grant said the pub
welcomes familie s too,
with its attached restau-
rant a pop ular eating spot.

He said : ONe have apl ay
area for child ren in the
summe r. We hold barbe-
cues.

Af there is some thing
going on in Newmachar,

it@ normally centred
around us.O

And therewill certainl y
be something going on in
the near futur e ... Grant
said he will take the £500
prize mone y from the Pub
of the Year win, double it £
with his own cash, then
throw a huge party .

ONe just want to say
thank you to our regulars
and weOllinvite as many
people as possible.

Orhat will be quite alot
since we have more than
430 friend s through our
Fac ebook page, pl us all the
regulars who come in.O

@ CHow often do you go
to your local pub?Q Your
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